
 
 

 

June 27, 2013 
 

Welcome to INNOVATOR, an update on school and district 
transformation from North Carolina New Schools. Our 
newsletter aims to inform practitioners, policy makers, and 
friends of public education on innovation, workforce 
development, research and success stories from schools, 
districts and regions across the state. Please contact us to 
provide feedback and suggest ideas. 

 

 
Students shine at 2013 Summer Institute 

Four years ago, Kwizera Jesus-Marie 
had just arrived in the United States, 
having fled genocide in Rwanda and 
years of struggle in refugee camps 
across central and southern Africa. 
Both his parents were killed when he 
was 18 months old. On Tuesday, 
Kwizera stood before a crowd of 
hundreds of educators assembled in a 
carpeted ballroom at the Sheraton 
Imperial Hotel near Research 
Triangle Park to tell them about his 
dreams and the school - Middle 
College at GTCC Greensboro - that is 

helping him achieve them. 
 
Gennifer Jones came from rural Anson County to share her 
story, no less poignant, about a shy 
girl fro  

m middle school who blossomed in 
high school, thanks to the care, 
encouragement and challenging 
instruction from her teachers at 
Anson Early College. With poise and 
humor even few adults can match, 
Gennifer told a story about education 
at its best. She told a story about 
growth, and transformation. 
 
Ethan Edwards is the kind of guy who 
probably would have excelled 
wherever he'd gone to high school. 
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FYI  

   

North Carolina adopted the 
Common Core State 
Standards in 2010 as its 
Standard Course of Study for 
English language arts and 
mathematics and began 
implementation statewide in all 
public schools in the 2012-13 
school year. 

The Common Core State 
Standards: 

--strengthen academic 
standards for students; 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001K18o-Xtuyyvf9-7EYbTmelevHP272PXlnbnkLztwV-z5_hN3c74W1C_2js94c_ZMazuxqRLmvE6kTewDgli-bbK8Y-CL4D_RZvu59wJYFlGRh51zB1v3oVWMh7IFDaoQ2Mzl-wQKyyOx98NPN5zMaQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001K18o-Xtuyys5Ji_3sp-Xovmv9omh-ZH0P1JUISkvHsFRg-ejD1no__aUwG0Pz470R87HUCNTPOZuG3FFBAOl1GMluwUKUBZ1rZJ9NNj1R7vXrqPnvB_W6av_d3O9guTFAEoTI0hx75PrYJ1ZcGHkr8tXYMJ65ObO76MzmH9U-W7d2sE1WpFYLw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001K18o-XtuyytNqgCAJLjCOSER3AKA9B-tPUwwPjSH_z5IcM4qn9HCDk7MniH0vXb2Cdk4DsuDNRvyTi0R57iWfvvZWa7lcJpMeWlbfLFAOXnRXdg8RAhI7C1ZzTc5ecdryD3r7l7pC2k=
http://newschoolsproject.org/our-partners/corporate-and-foundation
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001K18o-Xtuyyu3ITzCtDsz10ruoDf4y06zqM2vcUDq_FgGJxdUZ3SwPkCGg1N7M4j0Gcm2oL7RJNTIzPMtu9nuC8usmv0FB1ybaHKdMFwgGl_NYCg9aBqunGqtouWhL2okOGn1rROg_ckPo37x7O9PDm55kVnywCmT1kwNsS-RCgNTZv8dIUgtuGBvnS-HM9Qhq2Ksd5aIIug=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001K18o-Xtuyyto-aXv3S-i9AL8uUcY2-8VuHBk825zCrNGKa_mfnK5PQLHP-n31fqbnT74XZIVbknvMCd4a28vCk5RSM9Pa9dVI7XuqUQYgeNjSP6qf2YasP05Iwdl1Kri


But he excelled even more given greater opportunity and 
challenge in far-off Macon County in 
the Appalachians,  

where he's from. Sure, he was 
valedictorian of his class at Macon 
Early College. He also graduated 
summa cum laude from Southwestern 
Community College with an associate 
degree. Now he's studying mechanical 
engineering at N.C. State University. 
 
Kiara Antonella Arguijo is quick to 
seize new opportunities that come her 
way at East Duplin High School in an 
agricultural  

county working 
hard to create the kinds of 
opportunities for teaching and learning 
that put students on course for success 
in college, careers and life. She told  
educators at Summer Institute that they 
shouldn't ease up on their leadership 
for excellence in education. They're 
helping change the lives of students like 
her across Duplin County and across 
North Carolina. 
 
For all the important discussion during 
the three days of Summer Institute 
about pedagogy, policy and practice, the most powerful and 
concrete message came from the students themselves.  
 
Read more - in their own words - the success stories of Kwizera 
and Gennifer. 
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Keynote: Culture, mission drive change 
 

Pedro Noguera highlighted success 
stories of schools in New York City 
and Oakland, Calif., to illustrate 
innovations that engage students and 
boost student performance. 
 
But the New York University 
education professor could have been 
talking about North Carolina's own 
innovative schools and the design 
principles they follow when he 
flashed a PowerPoint slide on the 
screen to show his "Five Essential 
Ingredients for School 

Improvement."  
 

 

Pedro Noguera  

 
--were developed by national 
experts with access to best 
practices and research from 
across the nation; and 
 
--allow for a smoother school 
transition for military students 
and other students who move 
during their K-12 schooling. 
 
Additional resources from the 
NC Department of Public 
Instruction: 
 
Common Core Demystified 
 
13 Things to Know About 
Common Core State 
Standards 
 
Common Core FAQs 

 
Data snapshot   
 

Early college students are 
more likely to be enrolled in 
college by the end of high 
school compared to similar 
students in other schools, 
according to a new study by 
American Institutes of 
Research released this week. 
 
The randomized longitudinal 
study tracked 1,044 students 
who enrolled in 10 early 
college high schools 
nationwide and compared 
them to 1,414 students who 
didn't. 
 
Inside Higher Ed reported that 
the study found that attending 
an early college high school 
could have both intermediate 
and long-term outcomes for 
low-income students. The 
findings support the notion that 
"finding students to believe in 
and supporting them," could 
make a great difference in a 
student's academic success, 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001K18o-XtuyyvT8qrXxPKTkqaYsPKnGQvQYqJDPnx-wvZlGF4bGjzXmWaKttrTymWE2Kv1NfduGzpx9rj-1yYGFyvr1mYwhGYYoT7JSUgxnxeo9Ki2nu-AeGXl-mTrxCdH7mHKGCvn28w6TcFV1_d0bevG20zokuEt3i5T8NSXj9xSiCbciZe2xfvQO1F7bvHy5JaQWhtFvMUeZExT66CCtkwxpC-aCqqHfOLE_aK4yho6S8Xnn0ACxOKI73-GE7AX
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001K18o-Xtuyyt4f9ZNPyypYZ-nXS2VjgMy4BdDW4D8y45X1gbLRKtkgg1ewJEC2koRPB4Ypn2g7k_f5OQfiVCjUq9V3iWB5HNdpLoTSAFbs125_5kR7Qj3cKF21Z5-woDC5eQ1XfEQm6PhRnW4mpRhoqmDny0LK59YsQqzy044F9U=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001K18o-Xtuyyuhaml1KyCXGNN2v28lMF7lX7WG_xvHtstXyBetYTp8Axl3BI2zlDCIZ58cpe5-FE9YuNo3eSw4NNwXisc_tIOid_XTRwU39jC8oa1H080AdDrUHeMQEPo3N3j1e8uHglhOht2L-nmODa_9iUlViEqcPQhzFzWES3tAOmwAsFkjTjyNivx1lllX7yc2ecxsPeEgpV7lWH9Iui_2Je-J0mAq8lvnvvmgaBE=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001K18o-XtuyytGPYcSaU5NFP-DCTwq0bpNcKHJDrxl1pWWe7PLOsfqIk7HQVNeQSTu6B_NA6d9yu5xd5ffbNNdVg-13RaHF5Im5jxONIZrxW5LxBzFVkmEQfCCHCkPL_528zsrMNcNQxRh19TqsUB88SjgXoFZZYkY2KiWBE1vVmXuQL4EUx1bCLFhWTw8lQdBOKDsF9NABI7ddP8NZcqEjXXZ84CDxXpQYcu1lHSqiKLJ28SPMXceyw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001K18o-XtuyytGPYcSaU5NFP-DCTwq0bpNcKHJDrxl1pWWe7PLOsfqIk7HQVNeQSTu6B_NA6d9yu5xd5ffbNNdVg-13RaHF5Im5jxONIZrxW5LxBzFVkmEQfCCHCkPL_528zsrMNcNQxRh19TqsUB88SjgXoFZZYkY2KiWBE1vVmXuQL4EUx1bCLFhWTw8lQdBOKDsF9NABI7ddP8NZcqEjXXZ84CDxXpQYcu1lHSqiKLJ28SPMXceyw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001K18o-XtuyytGPYcSaU5NFP-DCTwq0bpNcKHJDrxl1pWWe7PLOsfqIk7HQVNeQSTu6B_NA6d9yu5xd5ffbNNdVg-13RaHF5Im5jxONIZrxW5LxBzFVkmEQfCCHCkPL_528zsrMNcNQxRh19TqsUB88SjgXoFZZYkY2KiWBE1vVmXuQL4EUx1bCLFhWTw8lQdBOKDsF9NABI7ddP8NZcqEjXXZ84CDxXpQYcu1lHSqiKLJ28SPMXceyw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001K18o-XtuyyvUO15h4skY1rTkixMCDAiGXRS_QfT73qQSALPVtoxRWB7xQxCFFmQ46ioiJCvBdEZS3CFuIgcNiclbVSb1K-REN1ibeLWE9ABRFY63Xs9ZeOvFLE76gWm26V0YjJ-bZrSsuhaXU2bsUZfKxaa_4Zw9zlhdcDi5r1nth873OOcoacwrI10hUsbEMQWUxVfV84nclUyjPQzGMPV7vWrJ1DLA


Echoing much of the work underway by NC New School's 
partner schools, Noguera urged nearly 1,000 educators 
assembled for this year's Summer Institute main keynote 
address "to create the schools that our kids deserve." 
 
Noguera focused much of his talk on the need to build capacity 
within schools to ensure that schools are effectively meeting the 
needs of all students, regardless of their backgrounds and 
differences. 
 
"Until a child's background doesn't determine how well a 
student does in school, we have work to do," he said. "If your 
school is reproducing existing patterns of inequality, you have 
work to do." 
 
And he could have been reading straight from the NC New 
Schools design principle that addresses powerful teaching and 
learning and the Common Instructional Framework shared by 
partner schools when he said this: "Too many teachers, 
especially in high schools, confuse teaching with talking. 
Covering the book and developing a love of learning are two 
different things. In far too many schools, we expect students to 
learn the way we teach. If they don't, we blame them or their 
parents. 
 
Ultimately, Noguera said, effective change that drives real 
improvements in student engagement and achievement 
depends on a shared culture "where learning is sacred." 
 
"Nothing will change without the culture," he said. "That kind 
of culture is what distinguishes the best schools from the 
others. We need to create a culture in schools where it's cool to 
be smart." 
 
"Great schools convince kids that knowledge is power." 

 
STEM Day links classrooms, employers   
 

Leading employers that depend 
on highly skilled workers opened 
their research labs and production 
floors Monday to more than 150 
secondary school educators from 
across North Carolina who are 
preparing students for the 21st 
century workforce. 
 
Teachers and administrators from 
innovative schools, districts and 
regions in the state that focus on 
science, technology, engineering 
and math -- STEM in shorthand -- 
participated in NC New Schools' 
second annual STEM Day to help 

 

Alycia Worthy Ali, of City of 
Medicine Academy, and Dea 
Riha, of Middle College at UNCG, 
working in a GlaxoSmithKline 
laboratory.  

according to Andrea Berger, 
the study's project director and 
a principal research analyst at 
the American Institutes for 
Research. 
 
Read the full study, Early 
College, Early Success  
 
Percentage of students 
enrolled in college five years 

after starting 9th grade 

  
 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001K18o-XtuyytfsK4QfLNrBtAN5CNKqf1C0TzIbcFJO0GqmED0pU_T2O6_UsOVOaog2BiKgSCO7bkzh61TyswxO8acvQw9zHbmjwxkZ21T2Yz-oZr4Drq_wAKuBFoyKwU765Ae4qZn_akxNBJZhAGENvsPtgm1AEGfEBn6FlgrgS3enes5-RuFEA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001K18o-XtuyytfsK4QfLNrBtAN5CNKqf1C0TzIbcFJO0GqmED0pU_T2O6_UsOVOaog2BiKgSCO7bkzh61TyswxO8acvQw9zHbmjwxkZ21T2Yz-oZr4Drq_wAKuBFoyKwU765Ae4qZn_akxNBJZhAGENvsPtgm1AEGfEBn6FlgrgS3enes5-RuFEA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001K18o-XtuyytfsK4QfLNrBtAN5CNKqf1C0TzIbcFJO0GqmED0pU_T2O6_UsOVOaog2BiKgSCO7bkzh61TyswxO8acvQw9zHbmjwxkZ21T2Yz-oZr4Drq_wAKuBFoyKwU765Ae4qZn_akxNBJZhAGENvsPtgm1AEGfEBn6FlgrgS3enes5-RuFEA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001K18o-XtuyysWZ0j9lWikDG2QwPooQFLTAFG66mWPMyIk9b5zlBmUAhfv5l9R24d_8L74o7pBpDYEwpBKPyLWrTuI901Yg76Tp0rSAn9kRduTy9cCqI1ZuKphICZ5i0OV1QL6fDu043s=


foster stronger connections between classrooms and 
businesses. 
 
Educators learned about cutting-edge agriscience, energy, data 
analysis, and the development of sophisticated industrial 
products during work-based learning experiences at a dozen 
employers ranging from small local companies to large global 
corporations. They left with new ideas about how to teach their 
students about real-world applications for the STEM subjects 
they teach. 
   
"After spending the last 30 years in school, I was finally able to 
answer this question today: "When will I ever use this?" said 
Kevin Smith, an administrator from Duplin County Schools. "It 
was great to hear slope, derivatives, and Y intercept in the real 
world and also see the engineering design process in practice." 

 Read more ... 
  

 
  

  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001K18o-XtuyyuacPk82DSjB7ujkOSLijpXEU3gNsmPowvotDTKDvYb-wzml0G0uWtscOAl_E3EfRE-AVnDXaX-kI_N6rHrMhDiPVzRy21ViR-lVRkWZbnTKyvTQBfDwSTUyInknAz4u8uaEdYxuexyS--urAr43xTevIIevn9IfkYeeefUSuo0bKkqNXXn-43WnCdW8C0eRU0goKa-IDpHw9zz_aHrPkYMmEg17PWKxMIexA7FU--Yal3-bWdo_RYY

